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THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE FLORIDA
HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Held at St. Augustine, in the St. Augustine Historical
Society Building, February 8, 1929
MINUTES

Hon. George W. Bassett, mayor of St. Augustine,
expressed his sincere pleasure in welcoming to the
nation’s oldest city, where North American civilization
was first cradled, the Florida Historical Society. Congratulating the Society upon its notable length of service, he tendered the hospitality of his office.
Mr. Frederick S. Vaile, president of the St. Augustine Historical Society, informed his guests of the
splendid library of first editions, maps, etc. owned by
his Society, and hoped that they would be inspected
and enjoyed. Facilities had been provided, he said,
for transporting the guests to the numerous points of
interest in and about the city and he urged that those
facilities be freely used.
Hon. Fred Cubberly, vice-president of The Florida Historical Society, acknowledged both welcomes.
“It is always a pleasure to visit St. Augustine,” he
said, “with its interesting landmarks, which have attracted thousands of visitors, and the geniality and appreciative spirit of its citizens. Other localities have
claimed the honor of first settlement, but St. Augustine is the only one that has survived ; the others have
had no such continuous existence as she, and therefore have not so valid a claim upon our allegiance, nor
so reverent a hold upon our affections. Your society
is also the most active in Florida, and there is no
doubt that with your modern buildings and facilities,
you have the most desirable site in the State for a permanent home of The Florida Historical Society and its
associates.”
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He spoke of the necessity for a building fund and
of the progress already made in accumulating one.
With deep regret he then informed his audience
that President Arthur T. Williams was unable to be
present because of the serious illness of his wife.
Cards were distributed to all present with the request that they be signed as a record of attendance,
and the calling of the roll was dispensed with.
Proxies were examined and admitted as follows:
Lucien H. Boggs, Burton Barrs, Katharine P. Buckman, M. Priscilla Bishop, C. E. Chillingworth, H. I.
Cone, John H. Carter, Mary Augusta Fleming, B. F.
Freeman, William I. Fee, Moses Folsom, P. L. Gaskins,
G. C. Gibbs, Frank S. Gray, H. L. Grady, Elizabeth
V. Long, James G. Glass, Elizabeth R. Harmon, W. R.
Hodges, Burgess D. Iseman, Wm. C. Johnson, E. J.
L’Engle, Nannie Baltzell L’Engle, Walter Mucklow,
Everett Mizell, Louis S. Moore, D. B. McKay, George
W. Milam, Mrs. Roy V. Ott, Chas. S. Patterson, E. P.
Porcher, Samuel H. Ray, R. P. Reese, J. S. Reese,
John G. Ruge, Bayard B. Shields, Mrs. Theodore
Strawn, Philip C. Tucker, W. B. Tisdale, J. F. Taylor,
Geo. P. Wentworth, W. L. Weaver, George Welch, P.
K. Yonge, J. E. D. Yonge, Julien C. Yonge, May Walden, Mrs. Albert A. Taylor, W. H. Warnock, Jefferson
R. Kean, Charles H. Mohr, Mrs. Jennie May White,
John G. McKay, John Massey, Annie Burke Landrum,
F. W. Hoskins, Barron Collier, John B. Sutton.
The attendance cards, which had been distributed
to members present, were collected and listed as follows :
Carita Doggett Corse, S. G. Coe, T. Frederick
Davis, Mrs. T. Frederick Davis, Frederick Cubberly,
W. J. Epperson, Mrs. F. P. Fleming, Sr., C. Seton
Fleming, Mrs. F. P. Hamilton, A. J. Hanna, Leland H.
Jenks, J. M. Leake, Jos. F. Marron, Richard D. Meader,
W. A. MacWilliams, Mrs. Louis C. McKee, Edgar L.
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Pennington, Emma Rochelle Porter, C. D. Rinehart,
Mary G. Smethurst, Frederick S. Vaile, Emily Lloyd
Wilson, J. W. White, F. M. Williams, Philip S. May,
P. D. Gold, Carl Bohnenberger. Some sixty visitors
were present.
The order of business was then suspended. The
chairman read a telegram from J. C. Cooper, Jr., expressing his deep disappointment that urgent business
beyond his control prevented his presence.
The chairman then introduced Dr. James M. Leake,
professor of history at the University of Florida, who
spoke upon “History and Education.”
“Men,” he said, “and their history, and the art of
writing history, change but little. In essentials,
Herodotus characterizes the history of today. Modern
historians however are more enlightened, more scholarly, and much fairer than the ancient writers. Livy,
for instance, accused the Carthaginians bitterly for
forcing the Romans into a battle position with the
sun in their eyes. Today we would think that good
strategy.
“History is the avenue of approach to education in
every field. It is the best approach to the study of any
science. At the same time it remains human. To write
an utterly impartial history is probably an impossibility; the intellectual detachment required would be extreme. History thinks, feels, lives. The important
requisite in writing history is fairness. Interpretations differ ; so they do in every field ; people differ
more on the meaning of figures, accurate as those are
supposed to be, than on the meaning of events.
“The test of history, as of education, is in its spirit
of tolerance and compromise ; denatured history and
denatured education are both deplorable. Both history and education make for individuality, and for the
fusing of individuality into society.
“Florida is one of the most cosmopolitan states in
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the Union. Out of forty boys in my class at the University, there are four whose grandparents were born
in Florida.
“History affords me great satisfaction ; it satisfies
my curiosity, my pride in our past; it gives me measures of value for current events, and inspiration for
future needs. Patrick Henry confessed that he had no
light to guide his steps but the lamp of the past. History makes us appreciate what our country means to
us, and also what we ought to mean to our country.
Its by-product is intelligent citizenship.
The chair called upon Mr. Hanna, of Rollins College, to introduce the next speaker, Mr. Percy MacKaye.
Mr. Hanna introduced Mr. MacKaye as one of the
most prominent figures of the literary and dramatic
world. He is attached to the winter school of Rollins
College, and generously consented to contribute to today’s program.
Mr. MacKaye : “Very fine privilege-this visit to
St. Augustine-like waking from a dream. You, no
doubt, are all accustomed to every-day association
with ancient surroundings, but I am not. It is wonderful. This town touches the imagination more than any
other in the country.
“I think the history course conducted at Rollins is
fascinating. You have an unprecedented and wonderful library in Florida, the library of outdoors: the
tides, the geology, the actual presence of the works of
ancient hands, as I see them in your old fort, and at
New Smyrna, and other places. It is a moving experience-history rising before one in monuments. It is
more precious to Florida than a million booms. It
should be creative of a noble future.
“I don’t know how to make an address, so I’m going
to read one of my poems, one that is not inappropriate to this occasion. It was composed for the third
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centenary of the discovery of Lake Champlain, a commemorative event in which the whole nation was interested.”
With vibrant and musical voice, Mr. MacKaye read
his poem, beginning
“What spirits conjure thee from time, Ticonderoga?”
The chairman thanked the speaker, and expressed
the hope that some day some inspired poet, such as
Mr. MacKaye, would commemorate Florida’s historical events. “Clinton Scollard and Rose Mills Powers
have already fittingly broken the ground, but there is
a vast chronology still unsung,” he said.
Dr. Blackmer arose and wished that Mr. MacKaye
would be that poet, and that he would choose as his
first subject the Ribault Massacre.
The chairman introduced Mr. Harold W. Colee.
“Mine is a delightful subject” he said, “The Cooperation of State Governments with Historical Societies.
“History, like charity, should begin at home. Our
old churches, houses, missions, forts, battlefields, etc.,
are like the foundation stones of buildings ; they are
the foundation of civilization. The State should recognize their value, and assume financial responsibility for them.
“Time’s passing makes it more difficult to gather
historical documents, and it is important that there
be as few gaps as possible. Other states have commissions and appropriations for this purpose.
Pennsylvania under Gov. Pennypacker appropriated
$40,000.00 in the two years 1913 and 1914. The county commissioners of Montgomery County appropriate
$1,000 a year. The preservation of works of art, books,
furniture, etc. associated with historical figures is a
universal virtue of mankind. Our own legislature
should be urged to give financial recognition to the
same end.”
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The chairman thanked the speaker, and expressed
his determination that the valuable address should be
published.
At eleven-thirty o’clock the business session was
resumed. The reading of the minutes was dispensed
with.
The annual report of President Arthur T. Williams
is as follows :
(Report attached)
Acting-Treasurer, Emma Rochelle Porter, reported
as follows :
(Report attached)
For the election of officers and directors for the
ensuing year the chairman appointed, as a nominating committee, Mr. T. Frederick Davis, Mr. A. J.
Hanna and Mrs. Emma Rochelle Porter. After a few
minutes of retirement this committee reported its
nominees, as follows :
Officers
Arthur T. Williams,
President,
Jacksonville
First vice-president, Philip K. Yonge,
Pensacola
Gainesville
Second vice-president, Frederick Cubberly,
Treasurer,
T. Frederick Davis,
Jacksonville
Francis M. Williams,
Jacksonville
Secretary,.
Mrs. Emma Rochelle Porter, Jacksonville
Asst.-Secretary,

Directors
Arthur T. Williams,
Philip K. Yonge,
Francis M. Williams,
Samuel G. Coe,
Frank Drew,
Alfred J. Hanna,
Julien C. Yonge,

ex-officio
ex-officio
ex-officio

Jacksonville
Pensacola
Jacksonville
Lakeland
Live Oak
Winter Park
Pensacola

The motion of Mr. C. Seton Fleming that the nominations be closed was adopted. The Secretary was instructed to cast a ballot for the nominees specified,
which he thereupon did, and they were declared
elected.
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Mr. J. W. White presented the resolution following which was unanimously carried.
Whereas, The St. Augustine Historical Society, through
its officers and members, and the City of St. Augustine, through
its mayor, have accorded this Society a pleasant welcome;
Whereas, Dr. James M. Leake, Mr. Percy MacKaye (appearing through courtesy of Rollins College), and Mr. Harold
Colee, two of whom traveled long distances and all sacrificed
important business time to deliver addresses of great value to
this Society;
And Whereas, Others are yet to play an important part in
the concluding features of this meeting;
Be It Resolved, That the thanks of The Florida Historical
Society be voted to each and all of these named and referred to
in these Resolutions; and that these Resolutions be incorporated
in the Minutes of this meeting and published in the Quarterly
magazine of this Society.

A resolution of sympathy to President Arthur T.
Williams, expressing also the regret of the meeting
at his inability to be present, was unanimously carried.
A resolution of thanks and appreciation, to Mr.
Julien C. Yonge, editor of the QUARTERLY, and to Mrs.
Emma Rochelle Porter, assistant editor, and to all
the officers was presented.
The chairman expressed his pleasure at the motion,
and spoke of the vast amount of work, time, and talent devoted to the society by the editors of the QUARTERLY. The motion was carried by acclamation.
A communication from the Marion County Chamber of Commerce, inviting the Society to hold its next
annual meeting at Ocala, was referred to the executive committee.
The motion of Mr. C. Seton Fleming that the minutes of this meeting be referred to the executive committee, was carried.
Mr. A. J. Hanna of Rollins College informed the
meeting that Rollins had secured some valuable maps,
which were available to those interested. He also
stated that Mr. Ivy Lee had been chosen General
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Chairman of the American Historical Society. Referring to the annual High School essay contests, he reported that four pupils had survived, and the final
contest would take place at Rollins, on Feb. 22. The
four successful contestants are Thelma Baker, Orlando
High School ; Pyrle Dillingham, Delray High School ;
Laura Bell Fisher, Hillsboro High School ; Donald Jaegar, Dade City High School.
The meeting then adjourned, and the company repaired to the Hotel Bennett for luncheon, ninety persons being present. At the luncheon Hon. W. A. MacWilliams was toastmaster, and inspired a spirit of fun
and jollity. The spacious dining room was crowded
with members and guests, and the lunch and service
were excellent.
The toastmaster called on Philip S. May, who responded with vivacity and humour, keeping his audience convulsed with laughter. Mr. J. W. White responded to the toastmaster’s call in more serious and
earnest vein. Mr. C. D. Rinehart expressed his appreciation and pleasure at the entire program. Mr. Percy
MacKaye read his poem on Edison, paying him a glorious tribute, and bringing to vision the wonderful
achievements in science and invention during our
generation. Mrs. Emma Rochelle Porter responded to
the toastmaster’s call in her customary humorous and
unassuming way. Mr. Hanna and Dr. Leake pleasantly closed the occasion with well chosen remarks.
After luncheon, the company repaired to the waiting cavalcade of automobiles, when the following itinerary was followed and very much enjoyed. All doors
were thrown open and the spirit of hospitality was
uppermost at every place visited.
(Itinerary attached)
F RANCIS M. W ILLIAMS
Secretary
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